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PSAL. 9g. 16. 
The Lord is known by the Judgment which 


he executeth, the wicked is ſnared in the 


work of his own hand, Higgaton Selah. 


His Plalm contains matter both of Pray- 
| er and Praife : What mighr be the Oc- 
calion of the compoſing of this Plalry, 


18 not ſo clearly manifeſt. In general, 
it appears that it was ſome grear Deliverance, that 
he, andthe Church of God with him, had receiy- 
ed; tho' from whom, and in what, is nor partict- 
larly expreſſed. However it were, his mouth is full 
of Praiſes, and the Fall of his Enemies is that which 
miniſtred both Occafion and Matter for thoſe Praiſ- 
es. And this Text contains the ground from whence 
he gathers Matter of Thankſgiving to God : In 
which Note, 

1. The Perſons deſcribed, who were his Ene- 
mies, Viz, The wicked, It is very probable that they 
might be Saul, and his officious Miniſters of his ſin, 
that are here deſcribed, as divers paſſages in the 
Pfalm intimate. | 

A 2 2. The 


18, 21. 


ch. 31.8, 


Prop. 


2+ The Condition they were fallen into, viz. They 
were ſnared in the work of their own hand, and that 
which was deſigned againſt him fell upon them. 
It was once adviſed, that he ſhould be ſent againſt 
the Philiſtines, that their haAd anight-\be againſt him, 
and he might fall by their hand, whoſe hand Saul 
felt the weight of, when he fell by them im Mount 
Gilboa. 

. The Honour that redounded to God: hereby, 
that he was made known to be a righteous and a juſt 
God; and that tho' men carry on their Deligns in 
diſpuile, and in the dark, . yet God openly manifcſ- 
eth -himſelf to be righteous... 

4. The Cauſe of God's menticliation of his Ju- 
ſtice, viz; The wicked Work they had in deſign ro 
execute. Had their Work been good, ithad:not of 
red them; . had it been righteous, ! 1t had notarmed 
Juſtice againſt them; bur being wicked, ir ſer the 
Holineſs and Juſtice of God on work, to. -Dring.& els, 
violent dealing on. their, own Heads. i leticry 

_ Hence. Noxe,, LI 
That 2M wicked Mens works bring Judgments. up-- 

03: themſelves, then is. God manifeſted, to., be; a God 


WA Juſtice, and. gives, ;cauſ of Fraie ta bis People 


«EY it gu LY thar it. was Saul, and his: 
laſtrumencs of evil, whoſe Works and. Reward are 


here 


% 


here mentioned, and. in, whole- ruinous: Fall: God 
olorified his Juſtice, I ſhall enquire, ( 1.) What 
were thoſe evil Works they committed, and which 
brought on Judgment. (;2.) What colourable Pre- 
rences, they had for the perpetrating ſuch Hagitious 
acts. ( 3. ) How God manifeſted his Jul {tice in their 
Diſcovery and Puniſhment. ( 4.) What ground of 
Praiſe this is to the People oi God. | 


[. Let us enquire what are thoſe wicked works 
which bring Judgment on the Acters of them. 
| And here we may poſlibly . fad ſomething that 
EY our preſent caſe. | 
. The ſubverting and ruining Religion was one : A 
Crime lo evidently praiſed, that not the; All- 
—_ God only, but all the. World might behold 
. God at the. gon of. Monarchy, took-care 
to ſecure Religion, and therefore enjoins, That the Danes 
King 2 ſhould write himſelf a Copy of the LaW, and nieditete g, TY 
therem, that he might remember to fear. the Lard bis God: 
It being impolible to, imagine; ; thar God ſhould © 
delegate a power to any . Man againſt, himſelf; 
or give leave that thoſe who were ny chief "ey oul3 
{tees in the World thould concemn him ;and bis Inſty- 
curions : - But we find -that all chis went for nothing 
in thoſe days, but as for Religion, - it was: cither 
neglected, or prophaned, Qralmolt ruined. ; Neg- 
leR: BR, x: was. ſulfigiendy, when neither, King, 
Courtiers,, 


1 Chron. Courtiers, nor People ſo much as enquired at the Ark, 


13, Zo 


I Sam. 
"I. Is 


1 Sam. 
13. 9. 


Ver. 12. 


—_ Chro. 


during that Reign, nor minded ſo much as to bring 
it to the Tabernacle at Shilob, but it muſt remain m 
the Houſe of Abinadab, for them to enquire ar that 
had a mind toit : None ſacrificed now. before it, 
nor any waited on the Worſhip of him whom ir 
repreſented, and whoſe Name it bore ; and here- 
in Religion was much abated. But had this been 
all, ir had been bur little, but worie follows, Re- 
ligion is alſo Prophaned, and that in an high and 
enormous manner : As we hear nothing of facri- 
ficing. on the Altar before the Ark, fo we find an 
Invaſion of the Prieſts Office, and a Sacrifice offer- 
ed by one of another Tribe; and this without 
any Gommiſſion, or ( for ought appears ) any 
Altar ; No, not ſo much as one of whole ſtone, 
which was allowable in neceſlity ; for Saul him- 
{elf will take that Office upon him, To offer a burnt- 
offering ; and as great a Prophanation as it was, 
he can juſtifie it too, that He was forced to it. Burt 
as one fin hardens a Man to the Commiſſion of ano- 
ther, ſo we find in his rage he will venture far- 
ther. Samuel had begun to ſettle the Prieſts in their 


9.22. ſet Office, which David after confirmed : Now the 


Prieſts being by Divine Dire&tion and Appoint- 
ment fixed in their Office, they might not de- 
ſcend to inferiour Services, though about the Ta- 
bernacle; The Gibeonites having forfeited their Li- 
betty 


berty by their fraud, were given to the Prieſts, 79 
be hewers of wood, and drawers of water, for the uſe of 
the Tabernacle, that the Sacrifices might be waſhed 
and offered, and that the Prieſts might waſh chem- 
ſelves and offer : But Saul will make a blow ar 


Religion, and ſlay the Gibeonites, and ſo neceffitare 2 5 


the Priefts and Levites to break the Order that 
God had newly placed them in, and do thar 
Drudgery themſelves, or elſe the Worſhip of God 
muſt ſtand negle&ted. Bur ſtill there is worle be- 
hind, a moſt deſperate Act he will commit, and 
murder. a whole City of Prieſts at once, upon the - 
fingle Evidence of a Godleſs Informer : Doeg's 


Word muſt be taken, being, Evidence for the King, meth 
againſt all the Ciry of Nob, and the honeſt and juſt 18, 19+ 


defence: of the acculed muſt ſtand for nothing ;. yea, - 
and. racher then fail, he will empower a. wretch= 
ed Edomite: to butcher them ; this was highly wie- 
ked ; but when ir was: done, Nob and its Suburbs 
might ſerve ior a ſeminary of others, fitter for his 
turn. Now when all this was done againſt Reli-- 
gion, andſo fatal a blow given it, what wonder - 
it God's. Jealoulte waxed hot againſt. him. 

2. Prophaneneſs and Irreligion was. countenanced : 
to the uttermoſt.: It doth- net appear thar' there . 
were any who: took care of maintaining. true Re-.. 
bgion,, but whoſo- would. might do- in. that as .. 
be lifted. As.for. Prophanenels; what. it was, and 


1 Sam. 
20. 30, 
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1 Sam. 

15.18, 
19. 

Ch. 23. 


I 99 20, 
2l. 


how great, may be colle&ted by this, that the beſt 


were leaft eſteemed, and the worſt moſt ſer by : 
Therefore if Honeſt and Religious Jonathan ſhall 
bur open his Mouth in the behalf of innocent Da- 
vid, preſently he muſt bear reviling Language for 
it, and have a javelin let fly at him, to kill bim. As for 
conſulting any of God's own Prophets, little care 
was taken to conſult them, that he might be di- 
reed by them from the Mouth of God. If one 
come to him on a Meſlage from God, to ſend 
him on a Journey againft his Enemies, His voice muſt 
not: be obeyed : But it an Informing Company ſer 
him agog againſt his beſt Subjects, He bleſſeth them 


for it. And thus God itands neglected, his Ene- 


mies ſpared, his Servants hunted from poſt to pil- 
lar,' and feretted out of all lurking Places, in order 
to their utter 'ruine : No Crime is fo great as theirs, 
who get Eſteem for their Fidelity to their God and 
Country, in vexing, routing and (laying the Phi. 
liftines; for though the Land fare the better for ir; 
and' the: People are ſecured, and Property more 
quietly enjoyed ; yea, Cod's Honour advanced in 
the deſtruction of Idolaters ; yea, it vexeth Sal at the 
heart, that all this ſhould be done by the hands of ho- 
neſt Men, and thereby a Value for the honeſt Patri- 
ots of their Countrey encrealed : Doubtleſs the ſuc- 
cels againſt the Lords Enemies, by the hands of thoſe 
whole Hearts were right towards God, would in 
og time 


time beget an high value for Religion, and ſet ic 
above the Diſadvantages that the Neglect of it and 
Debauchery had brought it under. This enrages. 
Hell ic ſelf, and ſers Satan to work to tempt Saul 
ro ſuppreſs them, leaſt his Intereſt thereby do de- 
cline, and he be a Loſer : To ſecure therefore his 
Intereſt, he ſers him on to negle& the Prophets 
of God, and alſo to enquire at his Familiars, and fo 


dire&tly to adore and conſult him, and he ſucceeds 1 Saw. 


accordingly. And this, added to the reſt of his wic- ** 
ked and irreligious Life and Practice, is ſo hainouſly 

provoking, that be dyeth fer it. | 
3. The deſtroying of all juſt Property was another 
great and hainous {in that was committed : The 
very Notion of Tribute implieth Property, or elle 

it could not be paid; for thoſe that pay it m 
have ſomething to call their own, or elſe they 
could not pay it, nor be ſuppoſed capable of pay- 
ing it. Certainly in the firſt peopling of the 
World, God gave the Earth and its Products to 
the Children of Men : And however peaceable the 
firſt Planters were in making the Diviſion, and 
however contented they were with a competent 
portion, yet even then the firſt poſſeſſion created 
a Title, and it was groſs Injury to any to be an 
Incroacher upon his Neighbour. Burt in the poſ- 
ſeffion .of Canaan, the Diviſtion was made by Di- 
vine Dire&tion, and the Lot determining the p_ 
Bt 7 0M el- 


Deut. 


14, 15. 


1 Sam. 
22. To 


ſeſfion of each Tribe, and the ſeveral Families 
nmſt be ſuppoled to come by their portions and 


ſhares the lame way : Therefore when God in- 
ſticured Monarchy, he ſer bounds to ir, that The 


17. 17. King ſhould not greatly multiply ſilver and gold to bim- 
ſelf, as his own peculiar part, by taking it arbi- 


trarily from the people; and ſo every Man's own 
was lecured to him, the King having his Due of 
Tribute and Cuſtom, and the People theirs. But in 
Saul's Reign this was invaded, and what the People 
had he would make his own at Will and Pleaſure, 


1 Sam. 8. Taking the beſt of their fields, and of their Vineyards, 8c, 


and this was by him fo ordinarily practiced, that 
he uleth this as an Argument to perſwade his Fol- 
lowers to ſtedfaſtnels, becauſe if they ſhould cleave 
to David, his Reign 'would be fo juſt, 4s that he 
would not give them other Mens fields and vineyards, and 
make them Commanders as he did. It ſeems, it was not 
enough for him to take what he would to him- 
ſelf, but to give away what was anothers to his 
Flat:e:ers and Informers, that were over obſequi- 
ous to: his boundleſs Inclinations ; But how much 
this profitted him, appears by this, that he whoſe 
illimited, inſaciate appetire, gaped for all; was quick- 
ly rejefted, and loſt all. 

4: The enſlaving. of Men was another provoking 
{1 : God thar challenged the Tfraelites to bethis Ser- 
vants, and' therefore reſcued them from being Phas 


raoh's 


9 ] 
raob's Slaves, was not "wt to have them after- 
ward Bond-men to any : So that it an Hebrew, or an 
Hebreweſs, had ſold themſelves to any, (through Po- 
verty) they were to ſerve but to the Sabbatical 
Year, and then to be ler at liberty, and to belibe- 
rally furniſhed alſo with all neceſſaries, that they might peur; 
{et up for themſelves upon a probable Find, the ! 5-14: 
product of which might maintain them, ſo as nor 
again to be Slaves. And for this reatbw, when the 
Jews had made their Servants free, but compelled 
them again to be Servants, after they were manu- 
mitted, God takes it ſo —_— that he puniſhech 
their Maſters, By proclaiming liberty to them, to the Jer. 34- 
word, - to the famine, and to the peſtilence, and to be 7 
{lain by all the Nations of the Earth. And ſo tender 

int was this, that even Solomon when he build- 
ef th he Temple, would make none of the Tſrazlites' do __- 
any part of the drudgery about it as Captives but they ; * _— 
were employed in the more generous -and' liberal : 
part of that work : So that liberty, and a rightto 
Life, Limb and Freedom, was not to be infringed 
by any arbitrary pretence whatſoever. All this 
Saul was far from, and he would take whom'he 
pleaſed to be his Slaves and Drudges in his Buſt- 
neſs ; even their Young Men to ear his Ground, and dreſs 
bis vineyards, and their Daughters to be Cooks and” Con 1 Sam.8. 
feftionevies,, &c. and this it ſeems was familiar with a, 
him : But what this coſt him, is evident, he had 
B 2 made 


s Sam. 
19. t1. 


' 10. 


made others ſlaves to him, and: he makes himfelf 
a ſlave to his own Paſhons; and when all failed, 
would even pay Homage to the Infernal Spirit, tor 
2 little dreadful News of the Event of the Battle 
he was to fight, and in which he was flain. This 
was the Reward of Tyranny. 

5. Laſtly, The laying ſnares for the Life of the To- 
nocent, and ſhedding blood without remotle or pitty, 
is another very hainous fin that will bring on 
Judgment : No man but hath a right to life and 
limb, unleſs upon the breach of ſome Law he for- 
feir them ; therefore to mutilate, or execute with 
Death any man unconvicted of the breach of the 
Law, is Cruelty and Tyranny. But this was Saul's 
practice, David muſt be ſlain in an humour, when 
his melancholy Devil inſtigates him, who in a lucid 
Interval is owned to have done nothing worthy 
of Death, but in his Humours he muſt be 4ſſa{/z- 
nated by Rufhans, without Trial or Conviction. ; 
Nay, even Jonathan, as near as he was to him, and 


as upright and innocent as he was, mult in'a rage 


be ſlain for ſpeaking the truth, and ſheltering an 
Innocent, whoſe Blood was hunted .after : No 
matter for a. fair Tryal, but give Sentence without 
proof or conviction, execute firſt, and then try after- 
wards. It muſt needs be a doleful caſe in any ſtare, 


 whenthe beſt and honeſteſt muſt hold their Lives 


at the Counteſie,-of greedy Informers, who can 
ſwear. 


7 1 


ſwear thorough ſtitch, and are ſure to be heard ; but 
if any for the accuſed produce any good Evidence 
ro invalidate their Teſtimony, they ſhall preſently be 
ſecured for Subornation.. Thus Saul could deſtroy a 
whole Townſhip upon a Forreign Slave's Teſtimo- 
ny, who doubtleſs would have ſeverely handled 
any that ſhould have attempted to inyalidate his 
Teſtimony. Thus of the fin that brought the 
Judgments. | 


IL. Let us now enquire what might be the Pre- 
rences that were uled, and under colour of which 
they were drawn to proceed in their Wicked- 
nels. | 

1. A Claim to Arbitrary Power and abſolute Pre- 
rogative, was one main pretence to ſupport this 
wickednels : There was this plauſible Apology for 
their notorious Crimes, that the People had choſen 
a King without Limitation, and that there was no 
other tye, but that he: come in, and. 90. out before them, 
and fight their battles : On. theſe terms they. pre- 
ſame. to-do. what they lift, and. tho: for a while 
Saul give a deference to Samuel, yet at laſt he ſhakes. 
him off, and rules. at his own pleaſure. Being 
' thus broke looſe from all Reſtraints and Limita» 
tions on the Peoples part, and having no one whe 
baving becn a Judge, and neither dead nor depoſed 
by God, might fill arbitrate berwixt' him. and the 
\ | People 


Deut. 


17. 20. 


I2 


People, he runsa full 'career into all Exceſſes, and 
Innocency was now the weakeſt ſhelter that might 
be. Indeed Flatterers of Princes, and Men of De- 
bauched and Irreligious, or Superſtitions Conſci- 
ences, will ring in their Ears the Power they: are 
inveſted with, to {pur them on to be Tools to 
their Profit or Revenge, that when Innocents fall 
they may gain by it. - 

2. Another pretence was, 'That the People were ſo 
tyed to ſubjeftion and obedience, as that on no pretence 
whatſoever they might withdraw it, or deliberate 
about what was enjoined'; - but with all readineſs 
{ubmit to what was enjoined, and obey all Pre- 
cepts whatſoever, withour reſerve : And for this un- 
natural Maxim there was this Colour, that at the 
firſt ereting of the Monarchy there was an abſo- 
Jute ſurrender of all to Will and Pleaſure. How- 
ever this pretence carried it, both Prince and Peo- 
ple ſhould ſo mind' God's Inſtitution, -and: have rre- 
membred, that' when he inſtituted Monarchy, he 
reſerved Liberty as well as Religion and Property, 
and would not have the King fo lifted up in heart 
by his Power, as.to forget that the people ' were his 
brethren. And however Saul and the 7ſraelites'tmight 
over-look this, yet when Liberty and ' Property 
were {urrendered, and no care taken for Religion 


by the People, God refuſeth to ſtand tb that Agree- 


- ment, becauſe, ſaith he, "They have rejefted me, that T 


ſhoul d 


ſhould not reign:: over - them” :Certainly there was-a 
ſipulation' intended | by God: for the tecurity of 
theſe things, ' and if the People blindly gave them 
away, Or the Prince ambitioully and arbitarily af 
ſumed: them; the People gave, and the Prince took 
more- than ; was by :God allowed to either. ' God 
never ſo far gave away his right to rule, as that 
Life, Liberty, Eſtate and Religion, ſhould be held 
at the }Pleaſure 'and 'Courtefie of any. Monarch: 

Nay, rather. his Aim was at Publick Good and 
Safety, that the Prince ſhould with all tender ju- 


tice carry: them as a Nurſmg Father doth ' bis fucking Namb. 
Child in bis bofom : But this being wholly neglect. *'* 12+ 


ed, God takes notice of it, and rewards it. Thus 
of the falſe Pretences, which drew on their wic- 
ked* Works, and —— colour of which they ated 
them. 


IH. Let us now ſee how God manifeſterh his Ju- 
tice, in the Diſcovery andPunifhirient-of theſe ne- 
farious Crimes... The? Methods are theſe: 

1. God leaves them to themſelves : They had fome- 
general Aﬀiſtance' and Supporr, till Wickedneſs 

rew to that monſtruons height, that Patience: 
could* bear no longer : But when once they -prided. 
it: in their wretchedneſs, and thought forbearance- 
ta be an Approbation of their: Wickedneſs, 'then: 
be leaves them, and is pleated no more. provi- 
den- 


1 Sam. 
19. 20. 


1 Sam. 
28, I 5» 


dentially to concur with their Enterprizes. If Na: 


haſh invade and beſiege Jubeſh-gilead, he ſhall have 
ſo much help as to gain an Honourable Victory, 
eſpecially when he follows the Condu&t and Ad- 
vice of Samuel, and Acts in conjunQtion with him : 
If the Philiſtines invade, and muſter all their Forces 


in the Valley of Elah, and referr the matter to 


lingle Combarants to be decided, the Victory ſhall 
fall to him, whilſt one that relieth on the God of 
Iſrael is his Champion : But when Samuel is grieved 
and alienated, and his Life ſought for David's ſake, 
but. preſerved by extraordinary providence; and 
David is hunted about, and good Jonathan reviled 
and hated, then things proſper no longer : He hath 
now caſt off God, and God leaves him to himſelf, 
nor will any more raiſe up any extraordinary Pro- 
phet to direct and inſtru him; he may at his pe- 
ril try the skill of his Wizards, Genethliacks, Aﬀtro- 
logers, yet ſhall not their Schemes or Specters boad 
him any thing that is good, but he muſt fall in- 
co that ſore Diſtreſs, as to tell the Infernal Spi- 
rit, That God hath forſaken him, and anſwereth him 
10 more : And this was an high expreſſion of Divine 
Juſtice. 

2. God ſhews his Juſtice in the fruſtration of their 


Purpoſes and Deſigns : Great things were deſign- 


ed to be done, David muſt be aflaflinated, or if 
he eſcape char, he ſhall never arrive at the Throne, 
2. "and 


and fit there in quiet and at reft : Ic muſt be buzzed 
into the Ears of all the credulous and eafie vul- 
gar, that he is but the King's Son-in-law, and hath 
but a crack'd Title ro the Throne, and this muſt 
be Argument good enough to engage all willing 
Deſperadoes to attempt his ruine. And to make 
chem the more ready to comply with this Delign, 
a plauſible Argument might have been fetched from 
the charge, that the reparation of Religion, and the 
Defence of it, would amouat to. If the 4rk remain- 
ed where it was, and the Altar and Tabernacle were 
lefr ftill ar Shilob, the matter would do well enough, 
theſe were the eflentials of the Old Religion, and 
might ſuffice well enough to Salvation ; but if a 
Temple muſt be prepared tor it, it would coſt many 
Millions, and the Land would pay dear for their 
New Religion: A frightitul Argument this would 
ſeem to them that loved Money more than God 
or their Souls ; but this ſhall not be ſucceſsful. 
As to the Perſon of David, ſuch Arguments ſhall 
not prevail, the People ſhall own him, and obey 


him, becauſe Promotion cometh not from the eaſt, nor pal, 75, 


from the weſt, nor from the ſouth, but God pulleth down 6,7: 

one, and ſetteth up another. Nor ſhall it hinder the 

Reformation of Religion, for the People will fetch 

up the Ark with joy, and fix it in a lawful Ta- 
bernacle, till a Temple can be builded. 

3. God ſhews his Juſtice in diſcovering their wice 

C kedneſs, 


pro Pi 6 hy OS CE nr one hangs > — rn er en rt Ss 4c nee 


Pſal. 58. 


Il. 


Pſal. 37. 


kedneſs, and laying it open | before the Sun, that 
the horror of it may convince and deter all. While 
fins are carried on in the dark, and diſguites are 
found ro cover them, Men fin ſecurely, and conclude, 
that becauſe the World doth not ſee, God will nor. 
But when their ſins are diſcovered, and the hain- 
ouſnels of them laid before the World, to their 
ſhame, then they find, That there i a God that jrdg- 
eth in the earth: They may plot againſt the righteous, 
and enaſh on them with their teeth, but God ſhall laugh 
at them, as ſoreſeeing that their day ts comimg. Little 
thought Saul to hear of his ſparing idolatrous and 
perſecuting Amalek by a Witches Familiar, but he 
hath it rold him with a vengeance, and Satan 
could tell him too, that as little as he thought of 
ir, God would ſet David on the Throne, and eſta- 
bliſkh him in it. This was heavy Tydings, and 
the ſenſe of God's being departed from him, and 
refufing to anſwer him, and the reproach of Hell 
it felf tor his former Enormities, ſtrike him at the 
Heart, and he falls into a fainting ſwoon out of 
mere anguiſh. 

4. The Juſtice of God is ſeen, m being an Fne- 
my to Wicked Workers, and fighting againft them : 
it is not to be expected that God fſhoyld be an 


Enemy to their Enemies, and an Adverlary to their 


Adverſaries, who forſake his Commandments, and 
Practice the contrafty, Would Mea have him on 
their 
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their ſide, they malt be Redfaſt on hisz For God is 


with us Whilſt we are with him, but if We forſake him, be 15. 2. 


will caſt us off for ever : Whilſt Saul afts by Samu- 
e's Dire&tion, matters go pretty well with him, bur 
when he ſands upon his own Leggs, he reels and 
totters, his Spirit is in an hurry, berwixt anger and 
fear, and he is toſſed with his own miſgiving Ima- 
ginations ; no honourable Exploit adorns his Go- 
vernment, but all goes on quite contrary, and at 
laſt he diſgracefully falls upon his own Sword out 
of mere Deſpair, Behold now the Anguiſh he is 
ia! He hath no Anchor-hold, nor any Expecta- 
tion of the fayour of God, but a ſad Indication of 
the contrary ; the ſound of a ſhaking leaf terrifi- 
eth him, and tho' his Army on Gilboa are Men 


relolved to fight, yet Many of them deſerting, and go- x Chro. 
ing to David; and the reſt having God againſt "*: ** 


them, his Heart fails him, and a deteſtable Ama- 
lekite, whoſe countrey he had partly ſpared, doth 
him the laſt deſired Office, to let out his delpair- 
ing Soul out of his dying Body. - And thus God 
manifeſted himſelf to be a God. of Juſtice, and 
that ſo eminently that all might ſee it. Perhaps 
ſome Pretenders to Religion may blind their own 


Eyes, and when God's hand is lifted up will not ſee, 1ſa.26. 


but God may ſo far convince them, as to make them 29: 
ſee, and be aſhamed for their envy againſt bis people, whom 
he delivers by their fall, whatever others will do 
00 is 


Io 


is no great matter, all good Men are bound to 
take Notice of his Dealings, and to adore him ac- 
cordingly. And this brings me to the laſt thing 
to be enquired into. 


IV. Let us now fee, how God by his Ju- 
ſtice on wicked Men, gives caule of Praiſe to 
his faithful Servants. Now this is manifeſt cheſe 
Ways, 

1. By God's executing Juſtice on wicked Men, 
and by the return of their Wickedneſs upon their 
own Heads, makes way for the peace and ſecurity of 
his people, which is matter of Admiration and Praiſe. 
Upon the fall of Saul we hear no more of the en- 
couraging of Informers, nor any under an hazard 
for their adherence to God and his Ways : There 
is now all poſſible Encouragement given to thoſe 
that will cleave to God, and none have any cauſe 
to complain of Grievances for Religion's ſake ; on- 
ly they who were [dolaters, or Apoſtates, find 
{mall Encouragement ; burtas tor them, if they will 
complain, becaule they are ſtraitned in their Deſires, 
and jail of their Withes, of having Idolatry promo- 
ted, let them grumble on : If God will relcue his 
from the Iron Hands of Perſecutors, they have 
cauſe of Praile and Thanſgiving to him. When 
Conſtantmus Chlorus reigned, and gave eaſe to the 
Chriſtians in this our Nation, who lately ſuffered 
the 


Ig 
the moſt horrid torments under Diccleſian, how 
do the delivered Chriſtians rejoice, That they Were 
not thought Crimizals for Religion, and that their 


Churches were not efaced, nor they themſelves per- cap. 12. 


ſecuted : Burt when his Son Conſtantine the Great 
reigned, and flew both Maxentius and Licinius, then 
they triumphed and rejoiced greatly ; and that 
which adminiftred caule of Joy, was, that they 
were at liberty, Religion in lafety, and that God 
had glorified his Juſtice on the moſt bloody Per- 
{ſecutors. | 

2. It is matter of Joy, That now a way is made 
for the propagation of Religion, and the further ſpread- 
ing of it in the world, When David was arrived at 
the Throne, he had indeed many Forreign Ene- 
mies, and very bloody but victorious Wars, but this 
made many become Proſelytes to the Jews, and 
ſome Forreign Potentates became his Confede- 
rates. And certainly thoſe that did ſo, did it nor 
out of fear of his Conquering Arms, or to pre- 
vent being the next Morſel to his Ambition, but 
to confederate with him as the Captain of God's 
peculiar People : And that this is highly proba- 
ble, Hiram's granting {o much Cedar, and, ſo ma- 
ny Work men to the building of the Temple, be- 
cauſe he was ever a lover of David, is a clear de- 
monſtration. And others allo wvrere not wantin 


to ſend him great Preſents, which he dedicated to- 2 Sam: 


wards 


- © io 
wards the building of the Temple : So that Religion 
ſpread further and furcher, and David's Govern- 
ment was an Enlargement to it. When Conſtan- 
tine the Great had conquered ihe Pagan Emperors, 
then the Kingdoms of the Fari» became the Kingdoms 
of the Lord, and of his Chnſt : Then was the Church 
farther propagated, and Chriſtianity was the Re- 
ligion of the Empire; and though Satan by Di- 
viſions, Ambition and Herelies, did much hinder 
its Purity and Progrels, yet it got above all, and 
ſpread farther ſtill, 'rill it had eaten out the heart 
of Paganiſm it ſelf, I cannot ſay what will be 
for the future, but that the fall of wicked Men, 
and the Peace of Proteſtants, may be the Con- 
viction of its blind Adverlaries, and the occaſion 
of re-eſtabliſhing the perſecuted Reformed Church- 
es abroad, is my hearty and earneſt Prayer. | 


And now I have diſpatched theſe four Enqui- 
ries, what remains for me to do, but to apply 
this to our preſent Occaſion; which I ſhall do 
thus, 


1. This requires us to give God the Glory of 
his Mercy to us: Of bis Mercy, 1 ſay, who hath pre- 
{erved our Dear and Dread Sovereign from Im- 
pending, Miſchief ; who hath preſerved our Reli- 
gion, which was inſtiruted by himelf, preſerved 


> by 


by his miraculous handy-work, confirmed by the 
Blood of Martyrs, conſerved by the ſtedfaſtneſs of 
its hearty followers, and beloved of all that fear 
God : Who hath kepr us from being Slaves tothe 
worſt of Maſters, and fer us in a ſtate of Liberty, 
under the ſecurity of our own Laws: Who hath 
kept us ſtill (as for many Ages we have been) 
an independent Kingdom, in which we are in bon- 
dage to none, but may fit under our Vines and Fig- 
rrees in ſafety, under the Protection of our own 
righteous Laws and Sovereign : Who hath pre- 
vented our anxious care for Poſterity, and our fears, 
leſt they ſhould be enthralled by idolatrous and 
cruel Lords : In a word, who hath ſo far mani- 


feſted himlelf to be our God, as that all the World 


muſt needs own, That underneath are the everlaſtmg Devt- 


arms ; though the Enemy hath puſhed fore at us, yet bath 
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he not prevailed ; ſo that we may ſay, The Lord of pal. 46. 


Hoſts is with us, the God of Jacob is our Refuge. 


2. Let us give Glory toGod, who hath ſo emi- 
nently diſcovered and brought to light the hidden 
things of darkneſs, and hath ( as we hope and pray ) 
| brought the wickedneſs of the wicked to an end : 
That the Wheel is turned upon our Adverſaries, 
and that the Miſchief deſigned is fallen upon their - 
own Heads. Were it barely to triumph over: the : 
mailſe- 


Te 


miſerable, I would forbear what I have here juſt 
cauſe to enlarge upon : But leaſt they ſhould 
ſeem innocent, becauſe but gently handled, and 
leaſt filence in this caſe give them occaſion to 
think themſelves in the right; and leaſt the arti- 
ficial Speech of one of the Criminals ( whither his 
own, or the compolure of a Party, let the concern- 
ed anſwer) ſhould enſnare the compaſſionate or 
weak Mind of any, I will venture beyond my 
firſt intention, to ſay ſomething farther; God's 
Juſtice being eſlential to him, and deſerving our 
Obſeryation and Praile for the manifeſtation of it, 
hath moſt eminently ſhewed it ſelf ar this time, 
and in this affair, of which there are thele viſible 
Foot-ſteps. 


1. In puniſhing The moſt unnatural Conſpiracy that 
could be: Had this ſucceeded, we had been an 4cel- 
dama, but by the prevention of ic we enjoy all 
we have. It was always held the higheſt A& of 
Perfidy, to betray whole Kingdoms, and thoſe 
who were Enemies to their Native Countrey were 
held the worſt of Monſters. "That Forreigners 
ſhould gape for our Good Land, and wiſh to par- 
take of its abundance, is no wonder ; but that Na- 
tives, who have been nurſed and bred in it, and 
have been protected by its Laws, and preſerved 
by 


by its Arms and Valour, ſhould for an Humour 
betray it, is abhorred of all, even the moſt barba- 
rous. God hath bleſt Men that would ſhew them- 
ſelves valiant for their Countrey ; for - even Joab, 


who was none of the beſt Men, yet playing the man 2 Sam. 
for his People, and the Cities of his God, was bleſt with **:7*: 


an entire Victory, Bur {o hateful a fin is theirs, 
who would expoſe their Native Country to ſlaugh- 
ter or {layery, that God always curſeth it, and in 
his Juſtice expoleth ſuch to be a publick Victim 
co his Anger, that the whole may be preſerved. 


2. Their wickedneſs deſigned againſt Men's Souls, is 
highly detelted and puniſhed : Had their Project 
fucceeded, many Souls muſt have been expoſed to 
the Danzer of Damnation. For, as for the Adule, 
| they would have been put to the Trial, whether 
they would have revolted to Idolatry or not ; and 
for Infants, .and render young ones, they muſt have 
been bred up in Ignorance and Idolatry, without 
the true Knowledge. of God: And if any had 
made a demurr for a time, they would quick- 
ly have been cudgelled out - of their Lives, 
or into- Conformity': The prophane and looſe Pra- 
'reſtants - ( who own a Religion, whole Principles 
-are powerful enough to reform them )-: ſhould 
have'been' expoted ro Temptarions-roo/ «2s 
their 


theic Ability to reſiſt, and meeting with a Religion 
which would promile them Heaven, and a Life of 
Sin too, would ſoon have yielded ; and thus a 
Door muſt have been opened to let ia the Devil, 
te try what his Rage or Subtilty could do, and 
fair leave given him by theſe Men to take what 
Souls he could catch, and themſelves too, rather 
than fail of their Project : And all this muſt be 
done on the fcore and pretence of Loyalty, as if 
Loyalty to Man ( when yet there was none ) ſu- 
perſeeded Duty to. God, and gave leave to, yea, 
conſecrated a Devotion to Hell it ſelf. Certainly 
a power to damn Souls, or to expole them to 
Damnation, is frightfnl, and yer fuch would theſe 
Men, on the pretence of their falle Loyalty, ſer up, 
1s defiance to God, and their Allegiance to: him : 
But Juſtice could not bear this, and therefore pitty 
to the endangered hath ſecured them, and. the 


wicked have drunk the Dreggs of the Cup. they 
mingled. I add, 


' 3+. Let us in Thankfulneſs to God unite toge- 
ther with Heart and Hand to ſerve him, and to 
.preſerve the Nation and . Government, and jour 
#zlves from their Attemprs for the. future. Tram 
not. ignorant what plauſtble Pretences are on foot 
at this-day, to hinder our Union: But for you, 
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(my Beloved Auditors), you know that F have 
not been wanting on all fit Occafions, to confirm 
you againſt thole That think ts withſtand the King- 
dows of the Lord, in the hands ef the Sons of David : 
That. I {hall nor lay any thing now: 61 that 2c- 
count, nor do | need it : Only beeauile our pre- 
{cnt Union and Aſlociation is of fo unportant con- 
{-quence, and bccaute, if we ſhould not unite,. we 
give the Enemy the molt delired Advantages; and 
becauſe ſome have Doubts caſt in ther way to 
ſtumble them, and others aze ftlunned. with the 
Noile of a Victorious. Monarch - te: terzifie them, 
I will here anſwer their Objeftions > | | 


1. Ic is ſaid, that. the Allegiance ſworn. to the 
Late King: is ſtill, Obligatory, and; fo: we: canmor 
lawfully Afociace :.;To this it may! be:tmby ſaid, 
char the Deſign - that Oath was to affert an In- 
dependency in this Kingdom. qn :; 2ny Faxrens 
—_ Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, -and'to err 4 
pery. in. its Foundation, Vviz,- The! Supremacy. af 
che Pope, both which. our Afﬀociazion deſigns and 
intends; and fo the end of impoſing that Qarh-at 
the firſt. is anfwered, in what we'do;'fiow; 'and for 
the Perſon; to whons: it is ſaid we made it, if the 
Oath be perſonal, we all know that he diſcharged 
it, and would not, have: i impoſed for Popery's 


ſake, 
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fake, and fo diſclaimed his own right in it : He ſab- 
verted a Fundamental Article of our Settlement in 
diſcharging it, and we proſecute the greateſt and beſt 
ends of it in what we do now. Nor can we by 
that Oath be obliged to admit the late King again, 
who refuſed to rule us bimfelf, but ftept over to 
France to fetch Fetters thence, to enſlave us to the 
boundleſs Tyranny of that Monſtrous Prince. 


2. Others ſtumble at the term Revenge, uſed 
in this. our. Aſſociation : Upon what reaſon they 
do-it, whether out of meer Scruple of Conſci- 
ence, or elle: to evade the performance of what 
is there under our Hands ſtipulated, they muſt 
anſwer. Certainly that term here uſed, neither 
means the uſurping che - Magiftrate's Power, nor 
the! perſonal Revenge of malitious Men; \but on- 
ly that as Subjefts of the Government, and as 
Citizens of the Common-wealth, we will ro our 
power” do all'-we can;-'to - brink; 5 *to Puniſhment 
'all 'thoſe': Malefactors* that ' ſhall labour | to de- 
ſtroy-our preſent Settlement. * We muſt exponnd 
-that: term from-the- occafion of ufing ir, viz. The 
greateſt : of 'Treaſoris, and worft of Contpiracies 
:that- was ever plotred : againſt his Government 
and: Nation ; and then 'we {hall be- eaſily able 
tO. hee, chat this imports nie more,” than that we 
will 
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will-{end our Hands to the Magiſtrate, to ſup- 


TR mg 


* what at this time is highly neceflary. The Exam- 


preſs ''Traitors and Invaders, this being the way 
to. deterr them from attempting the like for 
the fature ; and all this the Law of God, Na- 
ture, and the Nation binds us to, whether we 
Aﬀociate or nor. | 


I will now add ſomething to enforce our. Uni- 
on, and fo conclude. ps 


I fay then, That none can ſtand bound in 
Conſcience to any Prince, to comply with a Re- 
ligion contrary to the Bible ; nor will any per- 
ſonal Oath bind us to him who diſclaims rhe 
very Oath it lelf, and by diſpenſing with it dil- 
chargeth it. None is in Conſcience engaged to en- 
thrall his Countrey, or ſurrender ir to Forreign, 
Cruel Lords; none is obliged to enfJave Poſterity, 
and deliver them up to perpetual Bondage, and 
for our uniting for common preſervation and ſu- 
Raining our preſent Government, 'tis no more than 


ple of the beſt Men in Scripture-times may well 
be followed : And we read that tho Sul was alive, 
and David but his Son-in-law, yet becauſe Saul had 
deſtroyed Religion, Liberty and Property, many thou- 
:ands aſſociated and went to David ; ſome when 

E he 


12. Is 
V., $. 


Yo 20. 


—__ F ery 296 at Ziklag, a year at leaſt before Saul's Death ; 


" are we, David, and onthy fide, thou ſon of Je 


ſome when he was in the ſtrong-hold in the Wilder- 
nefs ; and ſome when he returned from Achiſh, be- 
fore the Battel on Gilbsa, as hewas going to Ziklag; | 
and as they fell to him, ſo they aſſociated with 
him againſt all his Enemies ; for thus they ſay, Thine 

ſe z peace, 
peace be unto thee, and peace be to thy Helpers, for thy | 
God helpeth thee : And if this were warrantable in 
them, our Circumſtances will make it not only 
not culpable, but neceſlary. 


